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the policy she preferred, leave Scotland alone, and full
back upon an alliance with Philip.

In order therefore to preserve this second string to
her bow, and to let the Scotch Anglophiles see that
she possessed it, she reopened negotiations for the
Austrian marriage. Charles, in his turn, was invited
to come and be looked at. Much as she disliked the
idea of marriage, she knew that political reasons might
make it necessary. But, come what would, she would
never marry a man who was not to her fancy as a
man. She would take no one on the strength of his
picture. She had heard that Charles was not over-
wise, and that he had an extraordinarily big head,
"bigger than the Earl of Bedford's."

The Scotch Lords, finding that Elizabeth was de-
termined to have some solid return for her money,
went to work with more vigour. They proclaimed
the deposition of the Regent, drove her from Edin-
burgh, and besieged her and her French garrison in
Leith. But this burst of energy was soon over. The
Protestants were more ready to pull down images and
harry monks than make campaigns. Leith was riot to
be taken. In three weeks their army dwindled away,
and the little disciplined force of Frenchmen re-entered
Edinburgh.

The position had become very critical for Elizabeth.
A French army of 15,000 men was daily expected at
Leith. If once it landed, the Congregation would be
crashed; the Hamiltons would make their peace; and
the disciplined army of d'Elbceuf, swelled by hordes
of hungry Scotchmen, would pour over the Border
aad proclaim Mary in the midst of the Catholic popu-